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A Message from Pastor: I always looked forward 
to summer.  Summer was a time to see new 
things.  With the kids out of school, we would travel 
to look at the ocean, historical sites, ball of twine, 
and other places of interest.  It was a time to play 
outside.  Bikes would be taken out of storage, their 
chains oiled and their tires filled.  It was a time to 
swim.  Many summers, I would spend days in a 
bathing suit. In and out of the water all day long, it 
is a wonder my skin didn’t permanently wrinkle like 
a prune. Summer was also a time to see old 
friends.  We would go to camp or visit cousins and 
renew old friendships.  I think my friends and I 
started making summer vacation plans as soon as 
school started.  Perhaps many of your fondest 
memories of childhood revolve around summer 
activities.  Eventually it all comes to an end.  When 
I graduated from seminary in 1989, I began my first 
pastorate in South Carolina on June 1.  I can still 
remember sitting at my desk, looking out the 
window, wishing I could be out in the woods or 
swimming in a lake! (Of course, I never do that at 
Bethlehem Steltz!) 
I think summer vacation is a gift God gives us as 
children in order to show us a glimpse of heaven!  
Even as adults, the memory of those carefree days 
lingers in our hearts and minds.  As I get older, I 
know I will never experience the same kind of joy 
that those summer days brought; at least not this 
side of heaven!  The Bible tells us that in heaven, 
we will be with the Lord for eternity, seeing things 
we could only imagine in this life.  We will see old 
friends and familiar faces.  We will enjoy a life 
without pain or sorrow.  “The sun will not smite us 
by day nor the moon by night.”  That sounds pretty 
good to me!  I pray that this will be a wonderful 
summer for all of us.  A summer filled with friends, 
fun, and lasting memories.  As you enjoy your 
summer activities and reminisce about summers 
past, remember, the best is yet to come!  God 
bless you all. 
 

 
 
 

FAMOUS LAST WORDS 
The phrase “famous last words” is often used in 
conversation frequently to emphasize a point or 
suggest that something is not likely to happen. 
Let’s consider the last words of a famous book of 
the Bible - Genesis 
"THEY EMBALMED HIM AND HE WAS PUT IN A 
COFFIN IN EGYPT."    
What a way to end the book of Genesis ! Was 
there a printing error - something left out? Did 
Moses make a mistake? This is a strange way to 
end such a marvelous book. This is a book that 
began on such a hopeful note. “ In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth ...and it 
was good, etc., etc.,     
All of this, of course, took place before the fall of 
man. Adam's sin brought death and from then on 
nothing characterized the history of mankind as the 
reappearance of this grim enemy. All died!  Except 
Enoch - who was taken up by God. So it is at the 
end as we read about Joseph. 
Joseph's coffin served to remind the Israelites 
living between the time of his death and the 
Exodus of some important things.  But the coffin in 
Egypt serves also to remind us of some things we 
need to constantly have in mind as we await the 
return of Christ. 
What does this "coffin in Egypt,” teach us? 
The first and most obvious lesson is the inevitable 
death of all people. Scripture says, that " Man is 
destined to die and after that to face the 
judgement." (Hebrews 9:27) It should be clear that 
we are not greater than our fathers.  So when we 
look at Joseph’s coffin we must be reminded of our 
own pending death.  
The second lesson that Joseph’s coffin teaches us 
is that God always speaks the truth, even when we 
do not want to hear it.  As we look at the coffin we 
ask the question, “Why did Joseph have to die?” 
He had to die because of sin. Our lesson – we may 
find sin attractive but the wages of sin is death. 
Learn that God always speaks the truth and that 
His word can always be trusted. 
The third and final lesson that Joseph's coffin 
teaches us comes from the fact that it contained 



the remains of a believing man and is related to 
the second lesson. The Israelites must have 
thought often of Joseph’s faith as they passed that 
coffin for those hundreds of years waiting in Egypt 
for God’s deliverance. As Joseph lay dying he 
recalled the promises God had made through 
Abraham, “Know for certain that your descendants 
will be strangers in a country not their own, and 
they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred 
years. But I will punish the nation they serve as 
slaves, and afterward they will come out with great 
possessions.”  As he was dying Joseph recalled 
this and said, “I am about to die. But God will 
surely come to your aid and take you up out of this 
land to the land HE promised on oath to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. God will surely come to your aid, 
and then you must carry my bones up from this 
place.” 
God did do it, although it took four centuries. Four 
centuries! How can you keep up a faith like that for 

four centuries?  Yet the promises were fulfilled. 
When the time came, the bush burned, God spoke, 
Moses was called, Pharaoh confronted and he 
eventually responded to the demand to “Let my 
people go.” God is never slack concerning his 
promises.  
So, our lesson – we should have patience, trust 
God and refuse to give up. Let us not lose faith in 
the promises of God. God will answer our prayers 
and fulfill His promises to us no less surely than He 
fulfilled his promises to the ancient patriarchs.  
All this means is that “a coffin in Egypt” is not just 
the end of this great book of beginnings. Rather, it 
is part of the beginning of the end. For it is the 
testimony of one whom, like all of us, looked for 
the coming of Him who would crush Satan’s head 
and conquer death.  Death has been swallowed up 
in victory. 
Stan 

 

 
In order to meet our 2014 expenses an average weekly income of $2,955 is required. Twenty One weeks 
has past, current need is $62,055, received $59,758. We fell short by $2,297. To date our weekly average 
income is $2,846.  
 
A Bit Of History 1973 – June 3, 1973, at 2:30 PM, 
The new parsonage was dedicated on Sunday, at 
a cost of $43,001.75. (2012 Map Print Parsonage) 
June 11, the Sunday school voted to pay the entire 
bill for the paving of the old parking lot below the 
road in the amount of $1,025. Carpet was installed 

in the Beginner and Primary Department of the 
Sunday School at the cost of $1,000.  
 
 
The pictures following shows the event 
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Can you identify anyone on these photos? 

 
The parsonage in June 1973 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
As of 5/11/2014 we have enhanced our internet 
ministries. The idea is to reach out to our members 
unable to attend worship services. This also allows 
those that may be interested in our service to hear 
what is being taught. Through our sound system, 
and the improved sermon network, we are now 
able to provide the complete Sunday service 
and/or services held at Bethlehem Steltz Reformed 
Church. Thru the sermon network improvements 
we have the capability of including the bulletin for 
the Sunday morning worship service, thus allowing 
announcements, and etc. We continue to work on 
other improvements. BUT there is no substitute for 
attending the service in person 



 http://www.bethlehemsteltz.org 

open Sermon & Links 
open Bethlehem Steltz Sermons 
Select Sermon by name 
Play Sermon 
To view service bulletin  
Open Media tab bottom left on your monitor screen 
Select Download PDF 
May take a few seconds to open 
On bottom of screen select OPEN, and enjoy 
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Sound System Financial Status: $5,020.00 has 
been received as of 5/20/2014. Money has been 
received thru donations. $4,699.99 has been paid 
toward the principle and $320.01 in interest, 
leaving a balance of $16,890.00. Anyone wishing 
to sponsor a month of payment (or a donation of 
any size) toward the sound system, please contact 
Connie. The amount for a monthly payment is 
$202.43. We have 6 open months in 2014 you can 
reserve one now. Thanks to all who have chosen 
to make a difference with this improvement.  

CD’s and bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins 
weekly, if you are aware of anyone who would 
appreciate receiving a weekly copy of God’s word 
on CD please contact Charlene Amspacher our 
Visitation Chairperson. We will provide CD players 
if needed. To date our mailing of CD and bulletin 
ministry has been donated. 
 
As I see it: As many of you know, we have a 
family tradition for Mothers Day. The men do the 
Mothers Day meal. The women of our lives get to 
sit back and enjoy a day away from the stove and 
dish pan hands. The men, youngest to oldest get a 
chance to show their stuff. It has become very 
competitive and a show of who can out do the 
other.  It is amazing how creative the guys have 
become. I guess you   realize if something goes 
wrong you have a full year to live with it. That’s a 
long time with these guys; we still remember the 
pea soup, or was it peas as a vegetable, or where 
are the peas? We will never know. But anyway the 
guys handle it well. Each year the names remain 
the same but each are assigned a different course 
to prepare. The menu is sent out a week in 
advance. I thought everything was going well until 
7am, Sunday morning, Mothers Day, I received a 
call from Bryan in a panic. Bryan asked if we were 
working from the 2014 menu or the 2015 menu. 
My response was what 2015 menu, there is no 
2015 menu, and Bryan said yes there is. Looking 
at the menu, I say to myself this is not going to be 
pretty. The gremlins’ are at it again. In order to 
cover up my mistake, I made more phone calls. 
The guys began calling each other asking what 
year they were working with and course they were 
doing. Greg was at work, he hadn’t started on his 
course, Gary had his appetizer started, and Dalton 
and I had desserts ready to be eaten. Tony, Trevin 
and Travis were leaving to go to the store to buy 
their supplies. Problem solved call and reassign 
courses for Tony, Greg, Bryan, Trevin and Travis 
at 7:30am.  Tony was assigned drinks, Greg and 
Bryan meat. Trevin and Travis were assigned 
vegetables. None had been prepared for a change. 
One o’clock was to be meal time. 1:15pm grace 
was asked and after all tummies were full, stories 
began to flow. Of course I received the highest 
award (for the mix up.).. Greg who had to work a 
few more hours before he started on chicken fillets, 
had a lot to say, Bryan did his now famous meat 
loaf. You need to ask for the recipe. Bryan didn’t 
have enough ground beef so he went to Mom and 
Dad’s and got 4 pound out of the freezer thinking it 
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was ours. Wrong, actually if was Tony’s, his 
freezer broke down several weeks before and he 
stored some of his meat in our freezer. All in all it 
was a great day, God has blessed us with a family 
that is flexible and willing to do tasks that they are 
not familiar with, and have fun doing it. By the way 
we forgot the most important course for the girls I 
forgot the salad!, go figure!  
 
 
 
 

 
Remembering those that served, the names above 
and those of the congregation that are not listed, 
we are thankful for their sacrifice. Their sacrifice 
assures the freedom we have today. It’s a small 
tribute to those who have served. Wouldn’t it be 
appropriate to up-date the list? What are your 
thoughts?  
 

 
Three generations, Glenn Wertz, Myrtle and Ryan 
 
 
 

 
Nov 2013 meeting at Hazel Walker”s, packed gifts for 
shut-ins and a Thanksgiving card 
 
 
 

 
Behind the scenes, good things happen, our church 
women at work 
 



 
Larry Amspacher son of Betty 
 
 
 
 

 
Long time church member, Sarah Michael 

 
Betty Amspacher, also a long time church member, 
with an unbelievable ability to recall dates 
 

 
Betty, joining in a game of Bingo, the lady beside her 
thinks she missed BINGO 
 

 
Lacey, Norman, Cindy, Hazel
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

9am Worship Service & Communion     
2

nd
 Offering for Deacons’ Fund 

Communion Prep- K. Copenhaver & K. 
Beaver 
Usher Captain – Butch Heininger 
Greeters- Deb Jones & Carlene 
Amspacher 
Lay Reader – Anne Duff 
Nursery Attend. –  J. Whitcraft & M. Bull 
10:30am Sunday School 

2 
 
 
 
10am 
 
Elders’ 
Meeting 
 
  

3 4 5          
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
9am Worship Service     
Usher Captain - Butch Heininger  
Greeters- Linna & Elwood Walker 
Lay Reader – Kathy Dorr 
Nursery Attend. M. Lucabaugh & C. 
Bosley   
10:30am Sunday School 

9 
 
7pm 

Choir 
Rehearsal

10 

 

11 12      5:30pm 
Preparation for 

Saturday’s supper 
Come out and help 

And Enjoy 
Entertainment

By 

Go-Crab-Go 

13 14  

2pm 

Crab Cake & 
Ham Supper  

15 
9am Worship Service     
Usher Captain - Butch Heininger  
Greeters- Hazel & Norman Walker 
Lay Reader - Butch Heininger 
Nursery Attend. – M. Grimm & K. Beaver 
10:30am Sunday School 

16 
 
 

17 
 

6:30pm 
 
Deacons’ 
Meeting  

18 19 20 21 

22 
9am Worship Service     
Usher Captain - Butch Heininger  
Greeters- Joy & Jim Fortune 
Lay Reader – Linna Walker 
Nursery Attend. –  G. Wertz & M. Bull   
10:30am Sunday School 

23 
 
 

24     25  
 

26 27 28 

29 
9am Worship Service     
Usher Captain - Butch Heininger  
Greeters - Nancy & Phil Wineholt 
Lay Reader - Henry Ehrhart 
Nursery Attend. – Connie & Sara Hendrix  
10:30am Sunday School 

30 
 
  

31        
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